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MMC SPEECH-OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE RANDBURG ALCOHOL TESTING CENTRE 
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Programme Director- Ms Viviene Pearson 

Chairperson of the Section 79 for Safety-Cllr Bongani Zondi 
Members of the Section 79 Committee for Safety 

Fellow Councillors 
Acting Chief of Police-Mr David Tembe 

Chairperson of the South African Insurance Association: Mr Ronnie Napier 
Business Against Crime South Africa-Mr Laurie Dippenaar 

Directors and Senior Managers in the City of Johannesburg 
The Media 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

Programme Director, the City of Johannesburg is committed to the safety of all users of our 
public roads. When an accident happens on our roads, the City looses an economic contribution 

from the one involved in the accident; his or her family looses an income to sustain the family 
especially if the victim is a bread winner.  

 
From November 2008 to June 2009, the Johannesburg Metropolitan Police Department tested 

2838 motorists suspected of driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 317 of the 2838 

were involved in collisions. Out of the 2838 motorists tested, 2340 were tested at the Drager 
Alco Breath Test Centre which was launched in November 2008. 

 
Programme Director the launch of this Centre will enable the Johannesburg Metropolitan Police 

Department to increase its capacity to extend the service to more road users. Our aim as a 
Department is to discourage road users, particularly drivers who get behind the steering wheel 

after having taken alcohol. We wish to encourage road users to always have a person to drive 
them after a party or function who has not consumed any alcohol. 
 

Programme D i rec to r ,  the  t rauma wh ich  our  O f f i ce rs  and  Emergency  
Management  Serv i ces  Personne l  have  to  go  th rough a f te r  w i tness ing  some 

o f  the  hor r i f i c  acc id en ts  wh ich  cou ld  have been  avo ided  on ly  i f  someone  
e l se  who  has  no t  consumed any  a l coho l  shou ld  have dr iven  i s  beyond  

desc r ip t i on .  The  fami ly  members  o f  v i c t ims ,  the i r  emp loyers  and  soc ie ty  
a t  l a rge  end  up  loos ing  a  va luab le  con t r ibu tor  to  our  economy.  

 

 The  Cent re  P rogramme D i rec to r  w i l l  ass i s t  no t  on ly  the  C i ty ,  bu t  o ther  
s takeho lders  as  we l l  t o  reduce  acc iden ts  and  the  h igh  cos t s  wh ich  have  

been  a l luded  to  by  the  p rev ious  speaker .  
 

Law en forcement  in  the  C i ty  shou ld  no t  be  seen  by  road  users  as  pun i t i ve  
bu t  ra ther  redempt ive .  I  say  th i s  p rogramme D i rec to r  because  th i s  Cent re  

i s  meant  to  save  proper ty  and  above a l l ,  l i ves  wh ich  a re  los t  on  a  da i l y  
bas i s  as  a  resu l t  o f  peop le  d r iv ing  under  the  in f luence .  

P rogramme D i rec to r  l e t  me end  by  u rg ing  a l l  road  user s  to  be  respons ib le  

and  th ink  about  the  fu tu re  o f  ou r  count ry  wh ich  i s  a l so  in  the i r  hands .  
I  thank  you .  
 


